
Spacing for several plants/seeds 
using the Square Foot Gardening method. 

 
The following list and illustrations were compiled from Mel Bartholomew’s original book 
on Square Foot Gardening. I would strongly recommend the purchase of his new book: 
All New Square Foot Gardening. 
 

Basil: 1 per sq. ft.  

Beans: bush-type 9 per sq. ft. 

Bean: pole-type 8 per sq. ft. 

Beets: 16 per sq. ft. 

Broccoli: 1 per sq. ft. 

Cabbage: 1 per sq. ft. 

Carrots: 16 per sq. ft. 

Cauliflower: 1 per sq. ft. 

Celery: 4 per sq. ft. 

Chard(Swiss): 4 per sq. ft. 

Corn: 1 per sq. ft. 

Cucumbers: 2 per sq. ft. in a row of 4 sq. ft. 

Eggplant: 1 per sq. ft. 

Garlic: 4 per sq. ft. 

Leeks: 9 per sq. ft. 

Lettuce: 4 per sq. ft. 

Marjoram: 4 per sq. ft. 

Muskmelons: 1 per sq. ft. (grow in row of 4 squares, on trellis)  

Okra: 1 per 2 sq. ft. 

Onions: 16 per sq. ft. 

Oregano: 1 per 4 sq. ft. 

Parsley: 4 per sq. ft. 

Peas: 8 per sq. ft. 

Peppers: 1 per sq. ft. 

Potatoes: 1 per sq. ft. 

Radishes: 16 per sq. ft. 

Savory: 1 per sq. ft. 

Scallions: 36 per sq. ft. 

Spinach: 9 per sq. ft. 

Squash, Summer: vine-type: 3 per 4sq. ft.  

Zucchini: 1 per 4 sq. ft.  

Squash, Winter: 1 per 2 sq. ft.  

Sweet Potatoes: 2 per sq. ft.  

Thyme: 4 per sq. ft.  

Tomatoes: bush type: 4 per 4 sq. ft.  

Tomato: vine-type 1 per sq. ft. (in row of 4 on trellis)  

Watermelon: bush-type: 1 per sq. ft. 

Watermelon: vine-type: 1 per 2 sq. ft. - both kinds along trellises  

Zucchini: 1 per sq. ft. 
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12” X 12” – 1 per square foot 

6" x 6" - 4 per square foot 

4" x 4" - 9 per square foot 

Remember, you will often recycle the same 4 X 4 foot square 4 to 5 times in one year!!! 
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3" x 3" - 16 per square foot 

Peas or beans - the * are the plants, the / are planted with radishes, onions, lettuce, parsnip, daikon radishes… 

Summer Squash - vine-type: 1 ft.' x 4 ft.' space (note each block below is 12" high by 16" wide) 

Tomatoes - vine-type: 1'x4' space 

By the time the peas/beans are grown, you’ve harvested the early radishes, onions, lettuce… 

Then turn around and plant other vegetables where the 
peas/beans were after you pull them out, etc. Fall crops??? 

Below depicts a 1 foot X 4 foot area. 


